


Adopted 1st 
Performance 
Measures Targets 

Initiated 
the Wamego 
Safe Routes 

to School Plan 

Launched new aTa 
Bus Routes 
in Manhattan 

Began a Bicycle 
Safety & Awareness 
Program with 
USD 383

Conducted a 
Pottawatomie County 

Safety Analysis

2018 HIGHLIGHTS

Providing a regional forum to coordinate, 
encourage, and promote a safe, efficient, 
affordable, and integrated transportation 
system for all users; in support of livable 

communities and economic competitiveness.

OUR MISSION

1 • 2018 Annual Report

Made aTa Bus 
Google Transit 

compatible



ADDITIONAL TRAILS

Blue Jay Trail
Marlatt-

DensionTrail

Old Blue 
River Trail

16,476
Pedestrians

2,950
Bicycles & Other

BICYCLE & PEDESTRIAN COUNTS

2017: 754.5 million2016: 745 million

bicycles & pedestrians 
counted in 10 hours 

total
additional miles
of trails

total
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VEHICLE MILES TRAVELED

million miles
9.5

2016: 8
2017: 7Fatalities

2016: 32
2017: 11Serious 

Injuries
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2018 PROJECTS
JUNCTION CITY & GEARY COUNTY

USD 475 Safe Routes to School Phase I Plan
Before 2018, it had been nearly ten years since Unified School District 475 (USD 475) completed 
their first Safe Routes to School (SRTS) Plan. SRTS is a federally funded program aimed at 
improving the safety for children to walk and bike to school. In order to access these federal funds, 
each school must have a SRTS Phase I Plan in place, outlining the long-term goals for improving 
walking and biking to school. In 2018, the Flint Hills MPO updated the original SRTS Plan to 
address all of the components of the SRTS program. Information was gathered by conducting 4th 
grade parent/guardian surveys and bicycle and pedestrian counts at four of the elementary schools 
in Junction City.

MANHATTAN & RILEY COUNTY
New aTa Bus Fixed Routes in Manhattan 
The Flint Hills MPO and Flint Hills Area Transportation Agency (aTa Bus) worked together for nearly 
two years to create a new fixed route system in the city of Manhattan. The new Manhattan fixed 
route system began operating in August 2018. The new system included more routes, bus stops, 
better coverage, and on some of the routes, higher frequencies. Nearly 83% of the residential 
address points in Manhattan are now within a five-minute walk to a bus stop. The new routes have 
seen all-time high ridership, carrying an average of 9,500 riders a month. October 2018 brought in 
just over 11,000 riders. 

K-18 Connector aTa Bus Fixed Route 
Alongside the launch of the new Manhattan fixed route system, aTa Bus also began operating 
a regional service between Ogden and Manhattan. The K-18 Connector was implemented with 
the intention of providing transportation to our region’s workforce. The MPO helped with the 
planning of the route, including how to integrate it into the new Manhattan fixed routes to 
provide a seamless service. One of the most unique qualities of the K-18 Connector is the financial 
partnerships that made it possible: Champion Powered by GTM Sportswear, Florence Corporation, 
and Flint Hills Job Corps. Employees/residents at these three organizations receive complimentary 
rides on any aTa Bus routes.  The K-18 Connector serves an average of more than 460 riders a 
month. Over the next year, the MPO and aTa Bus will work to expand the service to Junction City, as 
funding allows. 3 • 2018 Annual Report



WAMEGO & POTTAWATOMIE COUNTY
Pottawatomie County Safety Analysis
The MPO conducted a safety analysis for Pottawatomie County, analyzing vehicle-related crashes 
between the years of 2011 to 2017. In just five years, there was a total of 1,991 crashes; however, 
53% of the crashes involved a collision with an animal. For the purpose of this analysis, animal 
related crashes were omitted for the remainder of the study. The remaining 936 crashes were 
examined and evaluated by the number of fatalities, serious injuries, collision type, weather 
condition, lighting, and intersection type. Fortunately, the number of fatalities and serious injuries 
have been declining since 2011. The work completed during this analysis concluded where high 
crash intersections were located and the crash type. The County can use this information to identify 
high-crash locations and the potential solutions based on the type of crash.

USD 320 Safe Routes to School Plan
Unified School District 320 (USD 320) serves the City of Wamego and its surrounding areas. This 
school district encompasses two grade schools, one middle school, and one high school; serving a 
total of 1,557 students. In 2018, the MPO collected data for the school district through a 4th grade 
parent/guardian survey and drafted initial recommendations for infrastructure improvements. The 
MPO will continue to work on the Plan in 2019, identifying areas of improvement and allowing 
USD 320 or the City of Wamego to be eligible to apply for federal SRTS funding. 

2018 PROJECTS
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FUNDING BY POPULATION DISTRIBUTION
The Flint Hills MPO receives an annual allocation from the Kansas Department 
of Transportation of Consolidated Planning Grant (CPG) Funds (federal funds 
from both Federal Highway and Federal Transit Administration) to carry out the 
transportation planning process. The CPG requires a 20% local match. 

In 2018, the Flint Hills MPO had a total budget of $269,780; $187,968 from the 
annual CPG allocation, $31,571 in competitive CPG funds, and $56,555 from 
local match. The distribution of the total budget is shown on the left. Specifically 
for local match, each jurisdiction pays based on the size of their population in 
relationship to the 110,441 residents within the Flint Hills MPO boundary.  The 
City of Manhattan is also responsible for providing the local match required for 
the Bicycle & Pedestrian Systems Plan. The local match allocation for each 
jurisdiction is shown below:
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Junction 
City

$13,530

23.9%

5.8%

Riley 
County
$3,289

4.5%

Wamego
$2,533

Geary 
County
$1,822

3.2%

Pottawatomie 
County
$4,229

7.5%

Manhattan
$31,152

*includes
local match

for the 
Bicycle & 
Pedestrian 
Systems 

Plan

55.1%

2018 FUNDING 

Local Match (21%)

Multimodal 
Integration Plan (8%)

Bicycle & Pedestrian 
Systems Plan (1%)

Consolidated Planning 
Grant Funds (70%)



Task 1.0—MPO Support & Administration (33%) 

Sub-task 1.1—General Program Administration (24%)

Sub-task 1.2—Unified Planning Work Program (3%)

Sub-task 1.3—Professional Development and Training (6%)

Task 2.0—Involvement & Outreach (7%) 

Sub-task 2.1—Outside Agency Committees & Presentations (5%)

Sub-task 2.2—Internal Documents & Outreach Efforts (2%)

Task 3.0—Regional Planning Initiatives (60%) 

Sub-task 3.1—Flint Hills Transportation Plan (15%)

Sub-task 3.2—Transportation Improvement Program (2%)

Sub-task 3.3—Community Initiatives & Projects (37%)

Sub-task 3.4—Regional Datasets & Analytics (6%)

ALLOCATION OF STAFF HOURS
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WHO WE ARE

www.FlintHillsMPO.org • 785.845.9050 • FHMPO@FlintHillsMPO.org • 323 Poyntz Avenue, Suite 101 • Manhattan, Kansas 66502

@FHMPO

The Flint Hills Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) 
is the designated entity to provide regional transportation 
planning and programming services across portions of Geary, 
Pottawatomie, and Riley Counties. The MPO boundary includes 
the City of Manhattan, the City of Junction City, the City of Ogden, 
the City of Grandview Plaza, the City of Wamego, the City of 
Saint George, and the southern portion of the Fort Riley Military 
Installation. At both the local and regional scale, the MPO 
places special emphasis on providing equal access to a variety 
of transportation modes; including, transit, bicycling, walking, 
vehicles, carpool, etc. To effectively manage the planning process, 
the MPO is responsible for ensuring effective public involvement 
when producing and maintaining documents. Together, the 
MPO, local jurisdictions, and the public can work to identify the 
transportation priorities throughout the region.


